
         

BRIDGING THE GAP WITH VOLUNTEERS: EU AID VOLUNTEERS IN 

LRRD MISSIONS 

TERMS OF REFERENCE: Junior Volunteer in the Agricultural Sector in Haiti 

(EUAV_10_HTI_AGRO) 

 

Presentation:  In accordance with the Lisbon Treaty, the European Commission foresees the setting 

up of a European Voluntary Humanitarian Aid Corps, with the objective "to establish a framework for 

joint contributions from young Europeans to the humanitarian aid operations of the Union". In this 

context, the Directorate General ECHO of the European Commission, in charge of humanitarian aid, 

has granted several pilot projects developing some of the possible features of the future Corps.  

 

“Bridging the gap with volunteers: EU aid volunteers in LRRD missions” is a pilot project with the 

objective of developing an innovative frame of expression of solidarity for Europeans through their 

engagement as humanitarian volunteers on humanitarian projects in third countries in terms of 

disaster risk reduction and post-crisis recovery.  

 

The project aims at developing a system that increases opportunities for European volunteers and 

gives the volunteers the possibility to engage in humanitarian operations offering them the 

opportunity to see how European organizations implement the European Humanitarian Aid.  

 

The partnership: This pilot is managed by a partnership of 3 European civil society organizations: 

GVC (Italy), Alianza por la Solidaridad (Spain) and AWO International (Germany), working in the field 

of volunteerism and/or humanitarian and development aid.  

 

Alianza por la Solidaridad (APS) is a Spanish NGO that works in 15 countries through humanitarian 

action, international cooperation and advocacy to promote democracy, respect for human rights, 

sustainable human development, equality and social justice.  

 

Gruppo di Volontariato civile (GVC) is an Italian NGO currently present in 20 countries providing 

humanitarian assistance and contributing to the reduction of poverty. In crisis situation GVC is 

focused on ensuring the link between emergency and development building resilience of local 

population.  

 

AWO International is a German NGO working in partnership with local organizations in South- and 

Southeast Asia, and Central America to ensure that underprivileged people can sustainably improve 

their lives. In crisis situations AWO International, provides immediate assistance to the affected 

population and supports reconstruction. 

 

 



         

 

 

1. Assignment title: Junior Volunteer in the Agricultural Sector in Haiti 

 

2. Duration : 5 months  

 

3. Location, Country: Port Au Prince, Haiti 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Humanitarian context: Haiti is the poorest country in the western hemisphere: more than 

half of the population is in a multidimensional poverty situation which affects education, health and 

living standard. Other phenomena such as deforestation, unemployment, corruption, lack of 

infrastructure , violence against women or political instability are compounded by the high incidence 

of hurricanes and cyclones, completing a complex cycle of poverty and vulnerability. 

Environmental degradation and deforestation have a significant impact on agricultural production, 

which does not cover the food and energy needs of the population: 44.5% of the population is 

undernourished (The state of food insecurity in the world 2012 , Source FAO). 

The productive sector lacks capacity for the conservation, processing and marketing of products, 

leading to a reduction of employment opportunities for young people and causing field 



         

abandonment and migration to cities. Despite strong social activism, public institutions present 

several weaknesses. Specifically the Southeast Department of Haiti has one of the highest 

percentages of vulnerability and food insecurity in the country : the situation is related to multiple 

factors such as the absence of public policy, constant population growth, loss of fragile means of 

production and high vulnerability to natural disasters. 

The political, economic and social features of Haiti adversely affect the majority of its inhabitants. 

Haitian women face additional obstacles to the full exercise of their basic rights. Discrimination 

against women is a structural feature of Haitian society and culture that has prevailed throughout 

the history.  

5. Security conditions: After the situation of confusion and uncertainty suffered in recent years, 

and after the crisis suffered after the earthquake in January 2010, security measures intensified, the 

country is slowly regaining calm. The city of Jacmel and the Southeast department in general are 

quiet areas, relatively controlled, where one can lead a normal life. However, the organization has a 

security plan that must be scrupulously respected in any case of emergency conditions. In periods of 

cyclones and hurricanes alert the organization is coordinated with local authorities to examine the 

situation continuously. It is advisable to always carry a copy of your passport and just go with the 

original when travelling. 

 

6. Expected starting date:  June 2014 

 

7. Local host organisation: The EU Aid Volunteer will be coordinated by GVC Haiti (www.gvc-

italia.org) who is the organization responsible for the implementation of activities. 

 

8. Brief description of organisation project: GVC Haiti is present in the country since 2009.  

In collaboration with other NGOs and local organisations it implements several actions in the field of 

environmental protection (reforestation and protection).  

During the earthquake in Haiti, GVC Haiti was able to deploy, already in the first few days, both 

human and technical resources to address the serious humanitarian crisis. 

GVC Haiti intervention is based on the building of strong relationships and synergies with the reality 

of local civil society in order to guarantee such interventions evaluated and agreed with the 

beneficiary communities. 

Following the earthquake, GVC Haiti immediately started to identify early interventions, particularly 

in the region of Petit- Goave, later extending its actions to the region of Grand- Goave . 

Without neglecting the emergency aid, GVC Haiti has defined its strategy in the country through an 



         

integrated approach focused in the following areas of intervention:  

- restoring the economic and social situation, initiating a second phase of intervention by 

strengthening the local cooperative system, through the reconstruction of a centre for agro-food 

industry, the reactivation of agricultural activities and the rehabilitation of irrigation systems and 

water harvesting rainwater  

 - socio-educational, through the reconstruction / rehabilitation of public schools and community 

health services and complete water points that can also act as collection centres in case of 

emergencies and reactivation of a centre of psycho-social support for children  

- Water and sanitation, to allow the population access to safe water, thanks to the availability of 

water sources and carrying out hygiene awareness campaigns. 

 

9. Objective(s) of the assignment: Support in terms of project management and monitoring of 

activities, in the coordination with the project coordinator. 

 

10. Description of tasks: 

- Technical tasks.  

Support the Project Manager, in coordination with the technical staff involved in the planning and 

conduct of operations relating to:  

- Sustainable Rural Development; 

- Food Security; 

- Agroecology; 

- Environment and Climate Change. 

 

- Tasks of communication and awareness.  

a. Promote local volunteering in the Humanitarian Action; 

b. Write and publish 2 monthly articles and send information/material to the Communication Officer 

about the current volunteering experience;  

c. Collect audiovisual information to be used on the return to Europe during the awareness activities 

in the own environment; 

d. In coordination with NGO partners of the project, organize and implement awareness activities on 

the return to Europe. 

 

11. Living conditions 

- Accommodation: GVC Haiti Staff will support the EU Aid volunteers in the search of a safe location 

to live. 



         

- Transportation: The most common form of public transportation in Haiti is the use of brightly 

painted pickup trucks called "tap-taps". The name originated from the habit of passengers to use 

their coin money to tap the side of the vehicle when they want to be let off the bus.. Most tap-taps 

are fairly priced at around 10-15 Gourdes per ride within a city. 

- Food: Food is not very varied and the menu is generally composed of rice and beans, chicken, goat, 

fried bananas, spaghetti, etc. 

- Prices: The Haitian Gourde is the currency of Haiti. 

- Health:  It is necessary to visit a Tropical Health centre to get the recommended vaccines against 

Yellow Fever, if coming from endemic country, typhoid fever, cholera, tetanus, and others that could 

be considered depending on the time. It is recommended not to eat at street kiosks and follow the 

treatment standards for food and water consumption, recommended by the central tropical health 

centre.  

- Language: The two official languages in Haiti are French and Haitian Creole. 

French is the most written and studied language in schools and administration. It is spoken by most 

educated Haitians and the most used in the industry business. Haitian Creole is the official language 

since 1961. Haitian Creole contains African influences and Spanish vocabulary.  

 

12. Conditions of service:  

- The monthly allowance intends to cover accommodation, basic needs and local transport.  

- Visa fees, insurance and airfares will be covered.  

- The working calendar will be corresponding to the agenda and system established in the field. For 

each month of voluntary activity two days of rest are foreseen. 

 

13. Qualifications/Requirements: 

- Studies:  

Degree in technical subjects: Environmental Science, Environmental Engineering, Engineering 

management. 

 

- Experience:  

a. Prior experience in the Emergency and / or development cooperation in economic and managerial 

/ administrative tasks; 

b. Prior experience in Central America, South America or Africa ; 

c. Prior experience in contexts of difficult adapting conditions. 

 

- Languages: 

Very good knowledge of either Spanish, Italian or German.  

In addition to one of the languages mentioned before, very good French and English are required 

(level  equal to or higher than B2) 



         

 

- Skills:  

a. Excellent knowledge of Excel, and good general knowledge of the full Office suite; 

b. Good ability to adapt to unstable situation in terms of security (in particular in case of evacuations 

operating officer); 

c. Excellent interpersonal skills, coordination and stress management. 

 

If you are interested, please fill the application form that you will find in 

http://www.aidvolunteers.org/join-us/missions-and-vacancies/ 

Please find attached your CV in Europass format 

http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/en/documents/curriculum-vitae 

For more information, you can mail us euaidvolunteers@gmail.com  

 


